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Sulpicio Lines Inc. Sea Accidents
Source: LLOYD'S MIU ( www.lloydsmiu.com )

DATE VESSEL NAME SHORT DESCRIPTION
COLLISIONS
05-Mar-92 11. PALAWAN PRINCESS Collided with M/V Wilcon VI at Manila North Harbour.
02-Sep-93 12. FILIPINA PRINCESS Collision with container vessel Uni-Modest near entrance to Manila North Harbour. No casualties.

- 30-Aug-97 13. ILOILO PRINCESS Collided with M/V Solid Pearl near Manila North Harbour. 3 metre hole in port bow and 10 metre
dent along PS hull. No casualties.

17-Nov-00 14. SULPICIO CONTAINER V Collided with M/V Asia Malaysia @ Fort San Pedro, Iloilo. No casualties.
27-Sep-03 15. PRINCES S OF PARADISE Collided with MV LSC Cagayan de Oro off Cebu. Back in service 15 December 2003. No casualties.
01-Aug-05 16. SULPICIO EXPRESS DOS Collided with tank barge Golden Arowana 3 off Coregidor Island. No casualties.
ENGINE PROBLEM
Nov-92 17. FILIPINA PRINCESS Engine problems
31-Mar-96 18. FILIPINA PRINCESS Engine trouble (clogged fuel lines) off Maricaban Island, No casualties. Stranded for 3 days.
08-Jul-02 19. COTABATO PRINCESS Engine problem off Romblon Island. Towed to Batangas for repair. No casualties.
02-Oct 10. PRINCESS OF THE OCEAN
04-Mar 11. COTABATO PRINCESS Engine problems
04-Mar 12. PRINCESS OF THE OCEAN

- 29-Jun-07 13. PRINCESS OF THE OCEAN Stalled between Bohol and Leyte following gensets failure. Sulcon XII towed the vessel to Cebu
for repair. No casualties.

FIRE
Apr-89 14. PHILIPPINE PRINCESS

- 04-Dec-97 15. PRINCESS OF THE ORIENT Caught fire while refueling @ pier 12 Manila North Harbour caused by overheating of aux.eng.
And fuel overflow No casualties.

12-Sep-00 16. DIPOLOG PRINCESS Caught fire while under repair @ Pier 7 in Cebu. No casualties.
11-Aug-02 17. TACLOBAN PRINCESS Caught fire while docked @ Ormoc City. Fire in E/R after air tank exploded. No casualties.
04-Jul-03 18. ILOILO PRINCESS Caught fire while docked @ Pier 4, Cebu. Roll over to port side. TOTAL LOSS. No casualties.
Jul-05* 19. PRINCESS OF THE WORLD Info from PDI Archives
GROUNDING
May-80 20. DOÑA PAULINA Declared constructive total loss
Apr-82 21. DON VICTORIANO I Declared an actual total loss.

- 04-Sep-86 22. SULPICIO CONTAINER X Grounded off Batangas. Refloated 15 September and towed to Cebu for repair. No casualties.
Ship declared actual total loss

10-Apr-90 23. PALAWAN PRINCESS Ran aground off Pasig Shoal near Roxas. Hole in P/S fwd cargo hold - ingress of water.
Aug-90 24. PHILIPPINE PRINCESS
12-Nov-90 25. CAGAYAN PRINCESS Blown aground while in port of Cebu during typhoon Mike. No casualties.
10-Jul-95 26. PALAWAN PRINCESS Grounded off Surigao. No casualties.

- 19-Oct-96 27. SURIGAO PRINCESS Grounded off Nogas Island due to engine breakdown. E/room flooded. LOF signed.
Refloated 01 August 1996. No casualties.

14-Nov-98 28. PRINCESS OF THE CARRIB Ran aground in shallow water off Shell Island, Cebu. November, 17th back in service. No casualties.
23-Jan-99 29. TACLOBAN PRINCESS Ran aground @ south entrance to Cebu City port. No casualties.

- 07-Aug-01 30. COTABATO PRINCESS Run aground near Siete Pescados Island. Refloated 22 August and towed to cebu for repair.
Back in service 28th Sep. No casualties.

- 10-Jun-03 31. DIPOLOG PRINCESS Ran aground off Cordova in the Mactan channel. Radar not working. Towed to Cebu shipyard
for repair. No casualties.

- 19-Dec-03 32. CEBU PRINCESS Ran aground off Nasipit port, Butuan City while assisting to Princess of Paradise. No damage.
Refloated and back in service. No casualties.

19-Dec-03 33. PRINCESS OF PARADISE Ran aground 500 meters off Nasipit, Butuan City.Refloated 22 December 2003. No casualties.
24-Jun-04 34. PRINCESS OF THE PACIFIC Ran aground off Nogas Island due to engine breakdown. Refloated 1 August 2004. No casualties.

- 12-May-06 35. FILIPINA PRINCESS Ran aground in Carmel Bay near Tables Island while sheltering from typhoon. Refloated 15 May
and towed to Cebu for repair. No casualties.

25-Aug-06 36. PRINCESS OF THE UNIVERSE Ran aground south west of Canigao Island , Leyte. Refloated 08 September. No casualties.
- 21-Dec-07 37. DIPOLOG PRINCESS Ran aground abt 500 yards off pier @ Tagbilaran. Refloated and back in service 28 December.

No casualties.
Dec-97 38. PHILIPPINE PRINCESS Grounded, caught fire and was scrapped
SINKING
17-Nov-80 39. SULPICIO CANTAINER I Sank off Surigao coast. No casualties
Jul-Aug-87 40. MV CARMEN No information on casualties.

- 20-Dec-87 41. DOÑA PAZ Collided with M/T Vector of Dumali Point, Oriental Mindoro. Caught fire and sank. Only 24 survivors.
4,300 dead andmissing. (LloydsMIU said incident led to the loss of “more than 2000 people”)

24-Oct-88 42. DOÑA MARILYN Capsized and sank abt 5 miles from Almagro Island. 150 dead. Typhoon Ruby.
Dec-90 43. BOHOLANA PRINCESS Struck a rock and sank. No casualties.
18-Sep-98 44. PRINCESS OF THE ORIENT Capsized and sank in heavy seas in the vicinity of Fortune Isl. Manila Bay. 150 dead. Typhoon Vicki.

- 21-Jun-08 45. PRINCESS OF THE STARS Sank off Sibuyan Island after grounding, following engine trouble. 150 dead; 700 missing.
Typhoon Frank.

*data from Inquirer Archives

‘Sins’ of Sulpicio ...
4,300 people are believed to have died in
the worst peacetime disaster in history.
Although the Doña Paz was involved in a

collision, the incident was classified as a
sinking in the data provided by Lloyd’s
MIU.
The next deadliest incidents were the

sinking of the Doña Marilyn in October
1988 and the Princess of the Orient in
September 1998 (with 150 fatalities each),
and the Princess of the Stars last month.
At present, only 57 of the 864 people on

board the Princess of the Stars have been
found alive. Hundreds of bodies are be-
lieved trapped inside the ill-fated ship that
left Manila for Cebu City.
Reached on the phone, Sulpicio Lines

lawyer Arthur Lim said he had no com-
ment.

No casualties
Another sinking incident involved the

Sulpicio Container I (1980), with no casu-
alties.
There were also no casualties reported in

the six collisions involving Sulpicio Lines
vessels—the Palawan Princess, which col-
lided with the MV Wilcon VI at the Manila
North Harbor (1992); the Filipina Princess,
with a Uni-Modest vessel at the entrance of
the Manila North Harbor (1993); the Iloilo
Princess, with the MV Solid Pearl near the
Manila North Harbor (1997); the Sulpicio
Container V, with the MV Asia Malaysia at
Fort San Pedro, Iloilo (2000); the Princess
of Paradise, with the MV LSC Cagayan de
Oro off Cebu (2003); and the Sulpicio Ex-
press Dos, with the tank barge Golden
Arowana 3 off Corregidor (2005).
The six Sulpicio Lines vessels reported to

have caught fire were the Philippine
Princess (1989); the Princess of the Orient,
then refueling at the Manila North Harbor
(1997); the Dipolog Princess, then under-
going repair at Pier 7 in Cebu (2000); the
Tacloban Princess, then docked in Ormoc,
and where two people died (2002); the
Iloilo Princess, then docked at Pier 4 in Ce-

bu (2003); and the Princess of the World,
then at sea off Siocon, Zamboanga del
Norte (2005).
The seven incidents of vessels being

stalled at sea involved the Filipina Princess,
whose engine broke down twice (in
November 1992 and March 1996); the
Cotabato Princess, whose engine also broke
down twice (July 2002 and March 2004);
and the Princess of the Ocean, whose en-
gine encountered problems three times
(October 2002, March 2004 and June
2007).
The Sulpicio Lines vessels that ran

aground were the Doña Paulina (1980);
Don Victoriano I (1982); Sulpicio Contain-
er X (1986); Philippine Princess (1990 and
1997); Palawan Princess (1990 and 1995);
Cagayan Princess (1990); Surigao Princess
(1996); Princess of the Caribbean (1998);
Tacloban Princess (1999); Cotabato
Princess (2001); Dipolog Princess (2003
and 2007); Cebu Princess (2003); Princess
of Paradise (2003); Princess of the Pacific
(2004); Filipina Princess (2006); and the
Princess of the Universe (2006).

‘Correct but incomplete’
According to data earlier provided by

Philippine Coast Guard sources, Lloyd’s
MIU has recorded 33maritime incidents in-
volving the vessels of Sulpicio Lines from
1980 to 2008. A source said the informa-
tion came frommaritime industry insiders.
When validated by Inquirer Research,

Lloyd’s MIU investigations/research man-
ager Arne Hanssen said the data were “cor-
rect, but incomplete.”
With Hanssen’s comments, the total

number of maritime accidents involving
Sulpicio Lines ships rose from 33 to 45.
Lloyd’s MIU said that:
• The sinking of the MV Doña Paz in De-

cember 1987 led to the loss of “more than
2,000 people.”

• The Princess of the Stars “sank off
Sibuyan Island after grounding, following
engine trouble, [leaving] 150 dead and 700
missing.”

• The other ships that sank were the MV

Carmen in 1987 and the Boholana
Princess in December 1990.

300-year history
According to its website, Lloyd’s

MIU has “a 300-year-old history in
providing information to the mar-
itime world.”
It provides data on vessel move-

ment, ownership, characteristics

and casualties, as well as port infor-
mation and in-depth company in-
formation.
Lloyd’s MIU data are published

online, and in books and maga-
zines. The data are compiled from
various sources, including Lloyd’s
Agency Network of 700 agents and
sub-agents, leading registries and
classification societies and major

company registries all over the
world.
Its principal offices are located

in the United Kingdom, the United
States and Singapore. It employs
its roster of analysts and re-
searchers in Athens, Barcelona,
Mumbai and Vancouver. With a re-
port from Kate Pedroso, Inquirer
Research
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Storm chasers go where the action is

of typhoons.
“The closer you are to the eye of

the storm, the better,” says senior
weather specialist Robert Quinto,
who has led such missions for over
10 years.
These weathermen belong to the

Special Tropical Weather Distur-
bance Reconnaissance, Investiga-
tion and Evaluation (Stride), a
quick response team of Pagasa bet-
ter known as “storm chasers.”
Since forming Stride in 1990, the

bureau has been deploying a team
of storm chasers from Manila to
cities andmunicipalities in the gen-
eral area of a typhoon’s landfall to
forewarn residents, make weather
updates and assess damage.
“Because of the frequency of ty-

phoons in the country, they have to
do it,” says Pagasa director and
Stride chair Prisco Nilo in an inter-
view on Friday in his office.

In middle of storm
At least four weather specialists

and observers trained in meteorol-
ogy form a team and ride marked
pickups or AUVs to their destina-
tion at least two or three days
ahead of a storm’s landfall.
The teams are advised to work in

any of the 58 weather stations
across the country. But once the
storm swirls in, they have to go out
with their instruments like a rain
gauge to measure the amount of
rainfall, an aerovane to gauge wind
speed and direction, and yes, a
barometer to determine the atmo-
spheric pressure.
At some point, they have to jot

down the wind speed per minute
for 10 minutes, and relay the aver-
age number to the weather fore-
casters.
“We report data that we gather

in real time [using mobile
phones],” says Quinto, a staff
member at Pagasa’s Natural Disas-
ter Reduction Branch. “We could be
in the middle of heavy rain, with
strong gusts of wind coming from
the north. That’s the kind of infor-
mation we feed.”
On the other end of the line are

weather forecasters, stationed at
Pagasa’s weather forecasting ter-

minal in an old, gray building in
Quezon City, monitoring satellite
images of a typhoon on a network
of computers.

Eye of the storm
“The mission is a success if we’re

in the eye of the storm, or just close
to it,” says Quinto, who shows a
digital photo of himself talking on
his cell phone while wading in
mud.
The data they feed by the hour

comes in handy when weather
forecasters face reporters to give
updates on the track and strength
of a typhoon, or when they prepare
weather bulletins.
But there are some instances

when Quinto or any of his col-
leagues reports the weather condi-
tions on the spot over local radio.
“They’re better than the weather

stations because they’re mobile,
they have hand-held equipment
and they can get close to the eye of
the typhoon,” Nilo says.
Generally, storm chasers are de-

ployed to an area, usually in Luzon,
if a typhoon makes landfall. Nine
or nearly half of the average 19 to
20 cyclones that swirl into the
country every year hit land.

Dangers
Quinto will never forget the day

his team raced to Naga City in Ca-
marines Sur in November 2007 to
intercept Typhoon “Mina,” but end-
ed up driving farther north after it
looped upward over the Pacific
Ocean and headed for Cagayan.
“We caught up with it in Isabela.

That’s the tough part of the job.
You’re positioned in one area, but
you have to chase it because it’s
making landfall elsewhere,” he
says.
Nothing compares to the dan-

gers of driving through blinding
rain and rising floodwaters, dodg-
ing falling trees and electric posts,
or tripping over a tangle of power
lines.
“I saw billboards topple over just

meters away from us in Dagupan.
There was another time we got
stuck in the mud, and a crane had
to pull us out. But the worst thing
was getting stranded for days in
Daet because it was flooded every-

where,” Quinto recounts.
Good thing, the chasers always

manage to ride out the storm. So
far, in the nearly 20 years of Stride,
no member has been killed or in-
jured.

Knowledge and courage
“There were a number of times I

had to order them, ‘Turn back, turn
back,’ because they were riding in-
to the eye of powerful typhoons
like ‘Reming’ in November 2006.
We have to ensure their safety
first,” Nilo says. “It takes courage
and knowledge to do this kind of
job.”
For good measure, the storm

chasers are insured.
They also have their jobs cut out

for them. They’re dispatched to an
area two or three days ahead of
landfall precisely to brief local dis-
aster coordinating councils in a
province, city or municipality
about the impact of a storm and the
precautionary measures needed.
They have to stay behind after

the storm or move around to take
footages of the aftermath and to as-
sess the extent of the damages to
homes and crops—data which will
be used to improve Pagasa’s ty-
phoon damage scale in its bul-
letins.

Where the action is
That’s exactly what happened to

fresh recruit Edino Nonato Nolas-
co, 37, officer-in-charge of Pagasa’s
Atmospheric Science Research
Unit.
Fresh from a two-day seminar on

storm chasing, he and two other re-
cruits were tapped to be part of a
four-man team to pursue Typhoon
“Frank” in Daet in the third week of
June.
Nolasco was giddy with anticipa-

tion of chasing a storm. But the
powerful typhoon deviated from its
track, so he and the rest of the crew
ended up traveling from Sorsogon
to Samar taking footages of the
damage.
“We want to be on the team

again the next time a new typhoon
comes along,” he says in an inter-
view at the Pagasa library on Fri-
day. “We want to be where the ac-
tion is.”
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