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Namfrel COC-Namfrel
increment

Province GMA FPJ GMA FPJ

Basilan 20% 73% 88% 6%

Sultan Kudarat 20% 49% 77% -6%

Lanao del Sur 36% 47% 89% 5%

Sulu 32% 61% 76% 21%

Tawi-Tawi 20% 75% 185% -89%

Maguindanao 59% 30% 83% 17%

Lanao del Norte 26% 40% 215% 82%

Agusan del Norte 55% 28% 59% 12%

Namfrel COC-Namfrel
increment

Province Noli Loren Noli Loren

Basilan 21.4% 78% 22.8% 76.5%

Sultan Kudarat 44.3% 53.5% 29.1% 69.8% *

Lanao del Sur 28.6% 70% 49.7% 44.2% *

Sulu 36.1% 63% 41.4% 66.9%

Tawi-Tawi 28.4% 70% 97.3% 4% *

Maguindanao 59.3% 39.4% 63.3% 36.2%

Lanao del Norte 47.6% 50.7% 63.5% 35.8%*

Agusan del Norte 71.8% 27.1% 74.7% 24.1%

Province GMA FPJ Noli Loren

Basilan 20% 73% 21.4% 78%

Sultan Kudarat 20% 49% 44.3% 53.5%

Lanao del Sur 36% 47% 28.6% 70%

Sulu 32% 61% 36.1% 63%

Tawi-Tawi 20% 75% 28.4% 70%

Maguindanao 59% 30% 59.3% 39.4%

Lanao del Norte 26% 40% 47.6% 50.7%

Agusan del Norte 55% 28% 71.8% 27.1%

GMA % FPJ % Total
voters

Total
%

COC 79,702 58 48,685 36 136,297 100

Namfrel 12,162 20 43,821 73 59,647 44

COC increment 67,540 88 4,864 6 76,650 56

Namfrel trend 15,629 56,312 76,650 56

Dagdag bawas (DB) 51,911 (51,448)

DB total 103,359

Province Dagdag bawas % Total voters

Basilan 103,360 75.8 136,297

Sultan Kudarat 153,761 64.9 236,768

Lanao del Sur 134,505 57.9 232,010

Sulu 60,615 41.33 146,652

Tawi-Tawi 31,389 35.86 87,520

Maguindanao 53,798 19.4 277,318

Lanao del Norte 38,843 12.35 314,577

Agusan del Norte 22,289 9.17 242,944

Total 598,560

Province Dagdag bawas % Total voters

Basilan 2,000 1.6 126,130

Sultan Kudarat (37,675) 16.9 222,809

Lanao del Sur 39,971 22.6 176,222

Sulu 4,374 3.8 113,948

Tawi-Tawi 7,621 11 69,970

Maguindanao 11,241 4 279,160

65,207

(37,675)

for De Castro

for Loren

Noli % Loren % Total
voters

Total
%

COC 27,945 22.2 97,380 7.22 126,130 100

Namfrel 11,896 21.4 43,473 78 55,709 44.2

COC increment 16,049 53,907 76.5 70,421 55.8

Namfrel trend 15,070 22.8 54,928 78 70,421 55.8

Dagdag bawas (DB) 979 21.4 (1,021)

DB total 2,000 1.6

GMA % FPJ % Total
voters

Total
%

COC 125,622 53 40,714 17 236,768 100

Namfrel 20,143 20 49,330 49 100,367 42

COC increment 105,479 77 (8,616) -6 136,401 58

Namfrel trend 27,375 67,041

Dagdag bawas (DB) 78,104 (75,657)

DB total 153,761

Noli % Loren % Total
voters

Total %

COC 79,534 35.7 139,767 62.7 222,809 100%

Namfrel 42,728 44.3 51,670 53.5 96,553 43.3

COC increment 36,806 29.1 88,097 69.8 126,256 56.7

Namfrel trend 55,931 44.3 67,547 53.5 126,256 56.7

Dagdag bawas (DB) 17,125 20,550

DB total 16.937,675 (for Loren)

GMA % FPJ % Total
voters

Total %

COC 158,748 68 50,107 22 232,010 100

Namfrel 32,389 36 42,374 47 89,568 39

COC increment 126,359 89 7,733 5 142,442 61

Namfrel trend 51,509 67,388

Dagdag bawas (DB) 74,850 (59,655)

DB total 134,505

Noli % Loren % Total
voters

Total %

COC 66,705 37.8 105,602 59.8 176,662 100

Namfrel 23,242 28.6 56,568 70 81,147 45.9

COC increment 47,463 49.7 47,034 49.2 95,515

Namfrel trend 27,317 28.6 66,860 70 95,515

Dagdag bawas (DB) 20,145 (19,826)

DB total 39,971 22.6

Table 1: Impossible discrepancy

Table 2: Analysis for VP election

Table 3: Where each candidate leads

Table 4: Computed dagdag bawas for GMA

Table 5: Dagdag bawas for VP candidates

Tables 8 and 9: Sultan Kudarat dagdag bawas

Tables 10 and 11: Lanao del Sur dagdag bawas

Tables 6 and 7: Incremental votes in COCs

Fraud in 2004 presidential polls

(First of two parts)

By Manuel A. Alcuaz Jr.

I HAVE analyzed the
2004 presidential elec-
tion at the provincial

level. I can state that based
on a comparison of the
congressional canvass of
provincial COCs (certifi-
cates of canvass) and the
final report of the National
Citizens’ Movement for
Free Elections (Namfrel)
at the provincial level
there was indeed massive
fraud (dagdag bawas or
vote padding and shaving)
in most provinces in Mus-
lim Mindanao.

Unfortunately, this study
was made due to statements
of Archbishop Fernando Ca-
palla [then head of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of the Philippines] and Jose
Concepcion Jr. [then Namfrel
chair] that there was no mas-
sive fraud.

I decided to investigate the
possibility of massive fraud
when the “Hello Garci” tapes be-
came public.

All I had to do was listen to
the conversation of GMA (Presi-

dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo)
with Garci (Election Commis-
sion Virgilio Garcillano) and in-
variably the province they
talked about had COC results in
favor of GMA.

The final Namfrel provin-
cial count indicated that FPJ
(opposition presidential can-
didate Fernando Poe Jr.)
would win with a significant
margin.

There was only one excep-
tion—North Cotabato. In the
Hello Garci tape Garcillano said
he could not help GMA because
of a certain “Attorney Sibol.”

The Namfrel count is a good
benchmark for detecting mas-
sive fraud because in all other
provinces the discrepancy be-
tween the provincial COC and
the final Namfrel count was less
that 10 percent. In many cases,
it was less than 1 percent.

Dagdag bawas becomes
more obvious if one compares
the difference in vote percent-
ages for GMA and FPJ between
the Namfrel count and the in-
crement between the COC and
the Namfrel count (COC-Nam-
frel increment). [See Tables 1
and 6.]

Impossible discrepancy
Table 1 summarizes the sta-

tistically impossible discrepancy
that can only be produced by
dagdag bawas.

In order to corroborate the

existence of dagdag bawas I also
did an analysis of the vice presi-
dential results in the same
provinces. (See Table 2.)

It is interesting that the COC
and Namfrel percentages for
Noli de Castro (Noli) and
Loren Legarda (Loren) were
fairly close in Basilan, Sulu,
Maguindanao and Agusan del
Norte.

Surprisingly, there was a pro-
Loren deviation in Sultan Ku-
darat and deviations for Noli in
Lanao del Sur, Tawi-Tawi and
Lanao del Norte.

Namfrel provincial percent-
ages show where FPJ and Loren
lead, and where GMA and Noli
lead. (See Table 3.)

Dagdag bawas for GMA
These results confirm the fact

that there was massive and obvi-
ous dagdag bawas for GMA, not
for De Castro.

What happened? Was Garci
really pressed for time to give
GMA her 1-million-vote victo-
ry? Did GMA intentionally
make sure that her margin of
victory was higher than that of
De Castro?

My analysis indicates a proba-
ble dagdag bawas of 598,560
votes for GMA. (See Table 4.)

In contrast, the possible
dagdag bawas for vice presiden-
tial candidates is summarized in
Table 5.

Computing padding
For every province, I used

the COC-based totals of
Congress, provided by the
staff of a senator who loves
our country, and the Namfrel
summary of ERs (election re-
turns) by province and city in
its terminal report.

I subtracted Namfrel’s final
count from the congressional
canvass for each province.
This I call the COC increment.
I then computed the percent-
age of total votes for GMA and
FPJ. You will note that the re-

versal in percentages is most
glaring when you compare the
Namfrel percentage with the
increment percentage. That is
the smoke that signals the
fraud that was committed.

I computed the total incre-
ment in votes between the
COC and Namfrel canvass,
and multiplied it by the Nam-
frel percentage of votes to
compute the Namfrel trend for
GMA and FPJ.

I then subtracted the Nam-
frel trend from the COC incre-
ment to get the dagdag for
GMA and the bawas for FPJ to
get the total dagdag bawas in
the province.

Basilan
While FPJ had 73 percent of

the votes and GMA had 20 per-
cent in the Namfrel tally, the in-
cremental votes in the COC was
88 percent for GMA and 6 per-
cent for FPJ.

Basilan had a computed
103,360 dagdag bawas, which
accounted for 75.8 percent of its
total votes, the highest percent-
age in the eight provinces.

Excerpts of “Hello Garci”
transcription:

Gary [Garci]: Hello, ma’am.
Good evening.

GMA: Hello, ’dun sa Lanao
del Sur at Basilan, di raw nag-
mamatch ang SOV [statement of
vote] sa COC.

Gary: Ang sinasabi niya,
nawawala na naman ho?

GMA: Hindi na nag-match.
Gary: Hindi na nag-ma-

match? May posibilidad na hindi
mag-match kung hindi nila sin-
unod yung individual SOV ng
mga munisipyo. Pero aywan ko
lang ho kung sa atin pabor o hin-
di. Dun naman sa Basilan at
Lanao Sur, ito ho yung ginawa
nilang magpataas sa inyo,
maayos naman ang paggawa eh.

GMA: So nag-mamatch?
Gary: Oho, sa Basilan, alam

niyo naman ang mga military dun
eh, hindi masyadong marunong

the second highest percentage
at 64.9 percent of the total
votes. Note that the final count
of 40,714 for FPJ in the COC
canvass was lower than his
count of 49,330 by Namfrel.
(See Tables 8 and 9.)

gagawin natin dun sa Namfrel
presscon, yung Namfrel Lanao
del Sur.

Lanao del Sur’s computed
dagdag bawas of 134,505 was
the second highest. (See Tables
10 and 11.)

THEN
presidential
candidates
Fernando Poe Jr.,
Panfilo Lacson
and Gloria
Macapagal-
Arroyo attend a
“unity Mass” at
the San Agustin
Church in
Intramuros,
Manila, a day
before the 2004
elections. AFP

(Editor’s Note: The INQUIRER found
this article about two weeks ago
from the numerous letters sent to
it by readers amid fresh reports
that former President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo cheated in the
2004 presidential election.

A group of police officers came
out in the open to announce that
they broke into the House of Rep-
resentatives seven years ago to
replace the electoral returns kept
by Congress, which canvassed the
results of the presidential and
vice presidential elections, with
fake ones to ensure the electoral
victory of Arroyo should there be
a recount.

Maybe it was coincidence or per-
haps serendipity that we “rediscov-
ered” this material that Manuel A.
Alcuaz Jr., president of Systems
Sciences Consult Inc. and a mem-
ber of the Management Associa-
tion of the Philippines, submitted
to the INQUIRER in March 2006.

Unknown to us, he had died
when we decided that we would
run his article. Talk of the Town
called the phone numbers on his
cover letter but only heard a
recorded message that the num-
bers have yet to be assigned. Al-
cuaz passed away on July 24. He
was 72.)


