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Thank you Mr. Speaker. Vice President Joseph Estrada, Senate President Ernesto Maceda and Speaker Jose de Venecia, the distinguished members of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, Honorable members of the Supreme Court and of the Judiciary, Your Excellency Archbishop Gian Vincenso Moreni, Dean and Their Excellencies of the Diplomatic Corps and the Heads of International Organizations, the ladies of the Tenth Congress of the Office of the President and of the Office of the Vice President, my colleagues in the Cabinet, leaders and representatives of Non-Government Organizations and of the basic sectors of our civil society, the leaders of business, local government executives, the Chief-of-Staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the major service commanders, the Chief of the Philippine National Police, fellow workers in government, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Mga mahal na kapatid at mga kababayan, mga kagagalang-galang na bumubuo sa Ika-Sampung Kongreso: Ito na po ang aking huling pagkakataon na mag-uulat sa kapulungang ito hinggil sa kalagayan ng ating bansa. Mga kasama, maaari ring ito na ang huling pagkakataon para sa maraming kagawad ng Ika-Sampung Kongreso na makinig sa ganitong pag-uulat.

This is the last time I shall be reporting to this legislature on the state of the nation. It may also be the last time many of you in the Tenth Congress will listen to a State of the Nation Address from within these sacred halls. As we wind up, it is time we examine our political consciences by asking ourselves the bottom-line questions: Have we improved the lives of our people during our terms? Are our people better off today than they were five years ago? To these questions, self-serving answers will never be acceptable to political opinion. As for my administration, we are content — in any judgment of its record so far — to stand on the evidence of the economic and social indicators, the testimony of the experts, and best of all, the verdict of ordinary people.

Let us look at the key indicators over these past five years.

· The growth of our Gross National Product (GNP) is perhaps the best-known indicator. And the record shows that GNP growth accelerated from 1.5% in fiscal year 1991-92 to 6.8% in 1996. 

· Over the same period Filipino per capita income grew from US$840 to US$1,250 per head. 

We have come a long way in stabilizing prices. Inflation is down, from 18.7% in 1991 to 4.6% this June. And this rate is well within the ASEAN norm, and We will remain well within single-digit in 1997. In 1992 our exports increased by only 4.3% compared to their value in 1991. By 1996 our exports were expanding by 23.9% over those of the previous year.

· Investment approvals in 1996 reached some P490 billion — increasing by 20.2% over the investments generated in 1995. In my much-criticized foreign trips — apart from their other benefits to our foreign relations — by themselves have generated an estimated US$21 billion worth of investments from 36 countries according to our board of investments. 

· Foreign tourist arrivals grew by 16% yearly over the last five years — the highest growth in the Asia-Pacific region, while domestic tourism grew from 2.7 million in 1991 to close to 10 million in 1995. The prestigious International Retirement Global Index based in Geneva named the Philippines in 1996 as the number one retirement destination in the world. 

In 1992, 781,000 new jobs were created. In 1996, almost double that number were generated — close to 1.5 million jobs — reducing the national unemployment rate from 9.8% to 8.6%. From 1993 to 1996, we helped 763,000 families own their homes. And by June 1998, we shall have provided housing assistance to our targetted 1.2 million families including those in Smokey Mountain, those along “da riles” and those on top of the Pasig River. Over the same period, we shall have distributed lands to 1.5 million farmers under our Agrarian Reform Program. In health, life expectancy increased from 62.5 years in 1992 to 69.5 years in 1997. And over the same period, the infant mortality rate declined from 53.6 to 45.8 for every one thousand live births. And functional literacy increased from 75.2% in 1989 to 83.8% in 1994.

The sum of all of these indicators of development is that, over these past five years, poverty has declined — from 40% of all Filipino families in 1991 to 35% in 1994; And this targeted to go further down to 30 percent by next year when the next universal measurement shall be made. The results of the administration’s liberalization and deregulation program have been particularly gratifying. For example, in place of a monopoly in the telecommunications, we now have nine major players with more wanting to come in. This has improved the national telephone density from 79 persons per telephone line 1992 to 19 per one line as of June 1997 or a 450 % increase. In interisland shipping, we have many new routes and 556 new vessels. In civil aviation, we have more airlines, more flights, more routes, better service and lower fares. And, two years ago, we had all of 5 Internet-service providers. Now we have 115.

Let us now turn to the judgment of the experts. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) pronounces our country’s macroeconomic situation to be “very sound” — except for the lack of a few but critical components in the legislative program — specifically, the completion of the Comprehensive Tax Reform Package (CTRP), which we urgently need in order to exit from the IMF umbrella. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the exclusive club of 29 rich countries, last February invited the Philippines to take part regularly in the group’s dialogue with the so-called Dynamic Non-Member Economies. And the major International Rating Agencies are expected to upgrade the Philippines to investment grade over the next 12 months. And top executives in ten Asian countries — responding to a recent survey by the Far Eastern Economic Review, said they expect the Philippines to be the third best-performing East Asian Economy in East Asia in 1997 — after China and Malaysia. Yet the ultimate judge of how well a pair of shoes is made is not the shoemaker’s opinion, but the customer whose feet will hurt — if the shoe pinches. and the ultimate measure of how well government works is in ordinary people’s own judgment of how its workings have affected their daily lives.

And so how many Filipinos have benefited personally from the programs of the Ramos Administration? The prestigious survey institution, the Social Weather Stations (SWS) which all Presidentiables for 1998 want to quote — asking its respondents this key question — got this short answer: SWS says, two-thirds (65%) of Filipinos testified that they have benefited personally from this administration’s policies. Reporting on the survey results on July 7, 1997, SWS summarized the significance of these findings in three points:

· One — A clear majority of Filipinos feel they have benefited from the administration’s programs; 

· Two — For quite a number of them, the scale of benefits has been large; and, 

· Three — all areas of the country and all social classes have benefited more or less in a measurable way. 

So, as we can see, all three: the socio-economic indicators, the testimony of the experts, and the verdict of ordinary Filipinos agree that these past five years have made a difference in the lives of our people. But to me, these indicators signify not just incremental changes but a qualitative transformation of our and of our people country. In their totality, they tell us the Philippines is no longer trapped in its old cycle of boom and bust. And best of all, they prove to us our problems do not arise out of some deeply rooted cultural flaw — not out of a so-called “damaged culture” — but from policy mistakes that our due diligence during the last five years and from here on as well as political will can correct. That past is now over; and a great era dawns upon us and a greater Filipino future beacons.

Kaya mga mahal kong kapatid at kababayan: Marami na tayong nagawa subali’t higit pang marami ang kailangan nating gawin. May kasiyahang dulot ang mga tagumpay na ating natamo nitong nakaraang limang taon. Ngunit, ang hamon ng kaunlaran ay naghihintay pa rin sa atin lahat mga Pilipino. At ang darating na Siglo ay magiging kakaiba kaysa panahon natin ngayon.

We can take satisfaction in what we have accomplished these past five years. But the challenge of development still lies ahead of us. And this coming century will be far different from the one about to end. The future world will be shaped by at least two revolutionary changes. One is the adoption — on a global scale — of market-oriented strategies of industrialization. And the other is the phenomenal spread of Information Technology. Our reforms these past five years have moved our country into the mainstream of global commerce — into the middle of the profound changes taking place in the world. The opportunities — and the dangers — inherent in this new situation are many; and one of these contingencies hit the economy three weeks ago. Together with other ASEAN currencies, the Peso came under intense speculative attack, forcing its depreciation. The Peso-Dollar rate has, however, largely stabilized if we look at the market today as of noon time, the Peso-Dollar rate stabilized and the PHISIX index went up — and why, because our economic fundamentals are sound and strong. But there is no telling when another disturbance will occur. Let us be clear about what we should not do. We must reject all calls for a return to the closed, stagnant and inward-looking economics of the last 40-45 years.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Tenth Congress: The answer is not to retreat from the challenge of globalization. Let us not delude ourselves. Global economic integration is here to stay. The answer is to ensure our economy remains vigorous and sustainable — and resilient enough to resist outside manipulations and strong enough to compete in the world. At the same time, we must reinforce the safety nets that we have put in place for our disadvantaged sectors, our poorest classes. We must work hard to win our place in the world — because the world will not stop for those who stand idly by on the roadside of development.

Now that we can afford to think beyond our people’s immediate needs, we as national leaders must learn to look beyond the politician’s perspective. We must learn to plan and prepare — not just for the next election, but for the next generation. We must learn to look to what the world — the region — and the Philippines — would be like — not just over the next Presidential term but over the next 10-15 years. These years that I mentioned will be crucial. Because they may turn out to be the last years of the post-cold war era — the last years of the superiority which America and her allies enjoy. Just now, no new superpower is likely to challenge the United States. But this period of stability underwritten by America’s economic and military strength would not last forever. The future simply holds too many uncertainties. China’s intentions in the South China Sea; How a new Russia will evolve from the ideological ruins of the Soviet Union; how peace can be organized once and for all on the Korean peninsula; and how Japan will respond to the challenge of helping ensure peace and stability in our region — all these remain unclear. China’s rapidly expanding economy will unavoidably press politically and militarily on East Asia. And in the not-too-distant future, China will once again become a great power — and it is unrealistic for anyone to think that outsiders can prevent this from taking place. How china exercises its potential political, economic, and military clout must concern all countries of the Asia Pacific — and none more so than we who are closest among its neighbors especially the Philippines. With our partners in ASEAN, we agree that our best approach to China is to draw her into the network of economic and diplomatic collaboration with us — for our mutual benefit.

The organization of an ASEAN-10 has been set back by recent events in Cambodia. But Southeast Asia’s compulsion to unity is so strong that it cannot be stopped. ASEAN’s Regional Forum (ARF) has drawn the great powers with interests in East Asia in a continuing dialogue to deal with regional security concerns, and among the most critical being — that the South strategic sea-lanes of the China Sea should remain an international freeway, open to all innocent passage. toward this goal, I officially proposed in 1994 the demilitarization of the South China Islets claimed by six littoral states, and the cooperative development of their resources. In the face of this uncertain security environment, the wisest course for us to follow in our foreign relations is:

· First — To strengthen our bilateral relations with every friendly country; and our commitment to ASEAN, the United Nations, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation or APEC and other international fora. 

· Second — To join with the so-called “middle forces” in the Asia-Pacific — our ASEAN partners and Australia and New Zealand — in moderating and calming the regional security environment; 

· Third — To support the continued presence of the United States in Asia-Pacific as a force for stabilizing the regional power balance; and, 

· Fourth — To shift our Armed Forces of the Philippines from counterinsurgency to external defense and to develop a credible air and maritime capability to the fullest extent that our resources will allow. 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Tenth Congress: We must take every advantage of these next 10-15 years to complete modernizing our beloved Philippines — to pull out by the roots the causes of internal dissidence — to shore up our external defenses — and to consolidate our unity with our neighbors in Southeast Asia. Only by so doing can we hope to assure the safety, the freedom and the prosperity of those who will come after us.

And how do we assure for ourselves the place we want to have in the future world? How can we find our competitive niche — and then defend it? The 1997 survey of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), a United Nations agency, forecasts the region’s gross domestic product (GDP) to grow within the range between 5.1% and 6.7% over the next 20 years. This is at least double the world’s average GDP growth over the same period. We were at 5.5% by last we report. Our economy must at least match this growth rate. If our country is to become a significant player in the Asia-Pacific, then we must now prepare the place we want to have in this future world. We must find our competitive niche — and nurture it. What are our basic strengths and distinct disadvantages? They lie in our democratic and open society; our archipelagic setting; our strategic location astride the Great Oceans of Commerce and South China Sea; and in our talented managers and our adaptable workpeople. These are our advantages. We must build in this country the constellation of skills — the education, research and development, the work ethic, and the entire infrastructure of knowledge — that will enable us to develop technological leadership. To achieve these basic goals, I am submitting to this Legislature, today, an updated technical report containing, among other things, our list of priority bills that we ask you, the distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen of the Tenth Congress, to consider during this last session. The first thing we must do is to ensure that development spreads beyond the National Capital Region and our other metropolitan centers. We must awaken and energize all our regions — all our islands — all our provinces and cities and municipalities — to the possibilities of modernization. And we must tap the talent pool that still lies dormant in our 69 million people, the majority of whom are under 40 years of age. We must break the remaining concentration of economic and political power in a few — so that we can unleash the creativity, the resourcefulness and the entrepreneurship in the many.

We have incorporated our peace initiative in the Southern Philippines into a larger integrative process — to make our Muslim and indigenous communities an autonomous part of a plural national society. The Southern Philippines Council for Peace and Development (SPCPD) and its consultative assembly are now working in conjunction with the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) — helping build political consensus, coordinating development projects and aiding in law enforcement. In this spirit of unifying the national community and in furtherance of the peace process, I urge the passage of a bill to amend the Organic Act of the ARMM (Republic Act 6734) to enable our people in the Zone of Peace and Development (ZOPAD) in Southern Philippines to fast-track their development within the realm of an expanded regional autonomy. And in this connection, let me acknowledge the great contribution done by some of you in the House of Representatives led by the Speaker of the House himself, together with the chairman of our Government of the Republic of the Philippines panel, Ambassador Fortunato Abat, and the administrator of the National Irrigation Administration Retired General Orlando Soriano, and the Congressman who represents the particular district in which this breakthrough happen deputy Speaker Simeon Datumanong, for now moving us one further but giant step into the final realization of peace and development in Mindanao. Likewise, Ladies and Gentlemen, this Congress must now pass the Cordillera Organic Act, which will enable — sige alsipat kayo, kakabsat ken gagayyem — the indigenous peoples of Northern Luzon to develop more speedily, while preserving their native culture and their environment. To make certain that development springs freely from the rice-roots, we also must speed up the devolution of authority to provinces, cities and municipalities. We must remove the web of laws and regulations — administered at the national level — that restrains regions from developing each in its own way. And we must restore to local communities control over the political decisions that influence the way they live their daily lives. And, whatever we do, we must not allow growth to slow down — because only sustained development will enable us to finally wipe out Filipino poverty. And we cannot allow our democracy to wither — because Philippine democracy is our unique comparative advantage in the new global order. Only democracy can release the spirit of enterprise and creativity among our people, and without freedom, economic growth is meaningless. And so, freedom — markets — and progress — go together.

Over these next 10-15 years, we must complete government’s unfinished business — the most urgent of which is to modernize Philippine agriculture. We will never achieve a generalized increase in living standards without transforming our farming communities. But we must complete other reforms — like the liberalization of retail trade and the Anti-trust/Anti-monopoly Act — because this will make the market system work more effectively. And we must continue to lay the infrastructure of facilities, services and equipment that will allow national society to function more efficiently. Today, we are building infrastructure at a pace the country has not seen in 20 years. For example, we have tripled over the last five years the budget for roads and bridges alone. This pace must not slacken. For example, we have completed the road from this Batasan Complex coming from your backdoor going to the other side — with a bridge over the Marikina River — to San Mateo, Rizal, providing an alternate connection between here and there — just in case. In social reform, we have addressed the concerns of the basic sectors and improved the quality of life in the 20 poorest provinces, and in the poorest municipalities, the fifth and the sixth class municipalities in all of our 78 provinces. an experimental program we call the Comprehensive and Integrated Delivery of Social Services (CIDSS) has made a significant impact on the condition of 856 pilot barangays — and so, as our national response mechanism, the CIDSS, we are applying this program to deal with People’s Minimum Basic Needs (MBN) in all of our poorest communities. The task remains unfinished; but I assure our basic sectors who are our poorest, that the executive commitment that we made in last year’s anti-poverty summit will be substantively finished by the end of this year. And this we reviewed together in our eight social reform council meeting only three days ago. Thus, I strongly urge this Legislature to pass the bills in our Social Reform Agenda (SRA) that remain in your hands, and have long been awaited by our basic sectors namely — the Fisheries Code, the Ancestral Domain Bill, the Land-Use Code, and the repeal of the Anti-Squatting law otherwise known as PD 772. We have reduced the population growth rate marginally — from 2.35% in 1990 to 2.32% in 1995. But this still means our population will double — over the next 31 years — from today’s near 70 million to 138 million. This press of sheer numbers will have a tremendous impact on poverty and on the degradation of our environment — unless we do something, and unless we start now. And that Population Management Bill is now here in the Tenth Congress. The plain truth is that we can no longer make do with economic leapfrogging — because other countries are leapfrogging, too. Our aim should be rather to pole-vault into the Twenty-First Century.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Tenth Congress: Every cloud is said to have a silver lining and I agree. The recent speculative attack on the peso may have been a blessing in disguise — because it gave us Filipinos the opportunity to enhance the competitiveness of the Philippine Peso. We paid a small price for the long-term stability and resilience of our economy. Not only has allowing the peso’s depreciation conserved our foreign-exchange reserves. It should increase the real incomes of our exporters; tourism-related industries; our farmers and fisherfolks; our heroic overseas workers and their families, and other dollar-earners. It should also reduce our trade deficit; and complete the transformation of our economy from an inward to an outward orientation. Most important of all, it enables us to continue creating more and better jobs for our work-people. Depreciation, of course, has raised some fears of inflation. But we are confident that it will remain well within single-digit levels, with corresponding price stability because, I repeat our macro economic fundamentals are solid and strong.

Financial-sector reforms must focus on the need to keep our current-account deficit at manageable levels. It is important that government now rationalize incentives to business to keep inefficient enterprises from proliferating. To promote efficiency and productivity in the financial sector, this Congress must now pass the remaining component measures of the Comprehensive Tax Reform Program — both to simplify taxation and to increase revenue generation. We must also nurture a stable capital market — one that will encourage long-term investment confidence; mobilize efficiently domestic savings and foreign investments for our social and physical infrastructure; and work in conformity with international standards. Development of this capital market will require the passage of the Securities Regulation and Enforcement Act, and the Revised Investment Company Act — both of which are already with this Congress. And as practised during the past five SONAs, I shall today — 30 days ahead of schedule — also submit the President’s budget for 1998 — all in the interest of sound financial management and the cost-effective utilization of public funds.

In industry, we must press on with the reforms that have already brought about profound changes in our industrial capabilities. We must nurture especially Small and Medium Enterprises, our SMEs — which generate the most jobs at the smallest capital-cost. Already SMEs make up 90 percent of our enterprises and employ 40 percent of our workers in manufacturing. We are starting with the private sector a common program for creating one million new Filipino entrepreneurs by the year 2000. The Magna Carta for Small Enterprises has increased the loanable funds set aside by the banking sector for SMEs from some P6 billion in 1992 to over P110 billion over these past five years. In agriculture, we have the natural resources and we have the manpower — not only to feed our own people, but to export to the world. What is lacking is a concerted and determined push to bring our agriculture into modernization. To spur the development of agriculture and industry, this Congress must now pass bills pending since 1995 such as the Agricultural Productivity and Irrigation Enhancement Act of 1995 which became the Propose Act of 1996, it is now 1997 which that provide more funds for irrigation, also agrarian reform and more electric power from renewable indigenous resources — hydro, geothermal, riptide, wind, solar, and ocean; etcetera. This would also support the fisheries sector; mandate the efficient allocation of land for agriculture and industry, and encourage the development of appropriate technology. We must continue to promote labor-friendly legislation that leads to worker productivity and support the initiatives and programs of the cooperative development authority. We also propose the creation of a Water Resources Authority — to integrate the 25 separate agencies now involved in various aspects of water management throughout the archipelago. This will enable us to unify policy and program development; and to cope with the nationwide droughts expected to happen because of the warm pacific sea-currents phenomenon known as EL NIÑO. And we must be mindful of the need to “keep things clean and green as we grow.” The Ramos Administration has led in the global effort to implement the U.N.’s so-called “Agenda 21″ being the first country in our part of the world to put out its own National Council for Sustainable Development and putting out its implementing Philippine Agenda 21 (PA-21). This agenda of the United Nations on Sustainable Development requires specific executive actions to help nurture and preserve Mother Earth. We have taken cognizance of the fact that as we take an aggressive development agenda, we must match it with an updated, much stronger environmental management capability. That Congress has until now not passed any Environmental Act does not speak well of the Philippine state’s commitment to the global ideal of sustainable development.

Deregulation and privatization have worked particularly well in transportation and communications and energy. These policies have encouraged a rapid growth in demand — enabling the private sector to offer more and varied transport services — like the supercat ferries in the Visayas; the new airlines; and even big-ticket items like EDSA’s MRT 3; the Metro Manila Skyway; the expressway extending to Clark, Subic and Batangas port; and Terminals II and III at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA). Business response to our deregulation of the communications industry has even been more enthusiastic. And this has allowed the government to concentrate on completing our alternate long-distance telecommunications backbone — securing satellite slots for the private sector; and on dealing with high-tech crimes such as cellphone cloning and billing fraud — for which we will be needing legislation. Over these next few months, beloved countrymen, Ladies and Gentlemen, we will have two Philippine satellites launched; and we shall be accelerating the development of our information infrastructure. From this Congress, We, therefore, seek passage of the Public Transportation Services Act — which should broaden and enhance our initiatives in deregulation. I also commend to this Congress the Shipping and Shipbuilding Incentives Bills; as well as the corporatization of the Air Transportation Office and the merger of the Land Transport Office and the Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory board into one National Land Transportation Authority. We are also working on the privatization of the National Power Corporation and the Philippine Postal corporation as key elements in our effort to pole-vault into the information age. We must continually move our energy development and supply well ahead of electric power demand. If we get these things done, the distances separating our 7,107 islands will compress dramatically — as well as build virtual bridges over the waters, across the air and into cyber-space.

Since 1992, we have worked to integrate our Science community’s activities with agricultural and industrial production. Among other things, this made possible the operation of the PH-net in 1994 — which set off a boom in Electronic Networking. Science and Technology scholarships granted by Congress have also widened our Scientific and Engineering manpower base. We have also established a network of institutes of molecular biology and biotechnology — to study biotech’s applications in agriculture, industry, medicine and the environment. And under our pole-vaulting strategy, we aim to turn the Philippines into an Asian hub for Software Development and Training. We have several bills relating to Science and Technology pending in this Congress. The highest priority we assign to the proposed “Magna Carta for Science and Technology Personnel” — which awards various incentives to our people engaged in Science and Technology. I commend to this Congress the proposal to establish a National Program for Gifted Filipino Children in Science and Technology; and the enactment of a law establishing a Nationwide system of High Schools specializing in the Sciences and in Engineering. And we must make more intensive investments in basic education., for basic education can unlock the intelligence hidden in every young mind. The same is true for our “dual-training” systems, “remote” educational institutions and “open” universities. We must make our schools not only communities of learners — where our children learn to read, write, and compute. We must make them schools of the future — which nurture young Filipinos to become responsible citizens and enlightened leaders of our country. We must now move aggressively to bring our people up to speed with the global economy. To create high-wage jobs in the future, human-capital investments are the key. And in this spirit, I commend to this Congress — as a Priority Administration Bill — the Magna Carta for Students endorsed by our Social Reform Council.

We must improve government’s capacity and efficiency across the board — in its every aspect from top to bottom. The bureaucracy, the civil service we must further professionalize and Local Government Units we must begin to use as strategic partners in development. The administration of justice we must make impartial, swift, thorough, unsparing. Law enforcement agencies we should reform, reorganize, and modernize — to raise their level of competence and their standard of dedication to their duties. We will pursue our fight against heinous crimes with greater vigor — even as we continue to cleanse government of the scalawags and grafters within its ranks — whether in the Executive, the Legislative, or Judicial Branch. And I ask all of you to join me in a crusade against dangerous drugs — which threaten particularly our young people. And for this crusade, we need to amend the Dangerous Drugs Law and the passage of the Anti-Racketeering Bill. And we will employ the full force of government against the criminals, the outlaws, especially their masterminds, the drug lords, and the financiers who persist in challenging the rule of law and undermining the moral fabric of our society. We will hit them hard, again and again. Social protection we must assure particularly for women and children, who are the most vulnerable sectors of our population. In this work, thankfully, the justice system has recently brought to bar high-profile pedophiles and abusers of children. But we do need the enactment of the Anti-Rape Bill which could have been done in your previous session.

The entire political system we must make more responsive to the challenges — and the opportunities — that the new century will bring. We must reexamine the Constitution as thoroughly as the Japanese, the South Koreans, the Thais, among others, are reexamining theirs — to improve qualitatively the state’s capacity to promote the interests of the national community, even as we recognize the people’s right — enshrined in the same Constitution — to seek its improvement. And of the political reforms we must undertake, the most important include promoting a strong and responsible party system. We must encourage the radical left as well as the conservative right to take a healthy role in electoral politics as former military rebels and muslim separatist have already done. And we must strengthen the institutions of direct democracy installed in the 1987 Constitution — because accountability is the very essence of representative government. We must now pursue the electoral reforms still remaining — particularly in regard to computerization and absentee voting — this are still undone which we shall need them for next year’s crucial elections. Every successful election helps to consolidate democracy in our country.

Mga kagalang-galang na bumubuo sa Ika-Sampung Kongreso: ang ating “pole-vaulting strategy” ang pamana ng pangasiwaang ramos sa mga darating pang panguluhan. Ang mga adhikain nito para sa pamahalaan at pribadong sektor ay hindi lamang taon kundi dekada ang bibilangin bago lubusang maging katuparan.

The pole-vaulting strategy I have articulated is the Ramos Administration’s legacy to future administrations. The tasks it sets for both government and civil society may take not just years but decades to realize in their fullness. Carrying out the pole-vaulting strategy is inherently the shared responsibility of all levels of government and of all sectors of society. Hence, we should continue to draw on the spirit of unity, solidarity and teamwork that has energized our efforts these five years. Those of us who will be graduating can continue to help and to guide. For my part, let me assure you — for my part the work of government will never slacken during this final year of my watch. I will not be a lame-duck President for two reasons: First, because that is not my nature, and you know that very well. And Second, the times call for vigorous tigers and not enfeebled fowls. I will be working and governing — you will all feel and hear and see me working and governing as your President — until I turn over the Presidency to the 13th President of the Republic at high noon on 30 June, 1998.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Tenth Congress: Now to sum up and conclude. On this my last State of the Nation report, my message to this distinguished legislature is as urgent as it is simple: we cannot afford to think only in terms of the next election; our people will no longer allow an attitude of “business-as-usual” in government. We must use these next 10-15 years — during which we may expect regional stability to continue — to prepare our people and our economy for the intensely competitive world of the 21st century. this “survival-of-the-fittest” socio-economic and political order imposes severe penalties on the inefficient, the unskilled, the non-productive, the timid, and the disunited and the lame ducks. But great opportunities await the intelligent, the self-disciplined, the innovative, and the daring, the young bulls and the tiger cubs. This is what we must resolve to make our beloved Philippines these next 10-15 years. We must complete the reforms that will make our economy. Our society a more efficient creator of wealth; our social structure a more equitable distributor of benefits; and our political system the guardian of our democracy. We have restored people’s faith in themselves finally — How should I like history to sum up these years during which this country’s political affairs have been entrusted to the Ramos presidency?

Ito ang masasabi ko mga mahal na kapatid at mga kababayan — ang pinakamahalagang bagay na ating nagawa ay hindi lamang ang pagbalik ng ating ekonomiya tungo sa pag-unlad. Higit pa rito, ang pinakamahalagang bagay na ating nagawa ay ang pagbalik sa bawat Pilipino ng ating paggalang sa sarili, paniniwala sa ating kakayahan, at pagtitiwala sa ating magandang kinabukasan.

I would say this — the best thing we did has not merely been to restore the economy to the path of growth. I would say our greatest accomplishment has been to bring back the Filipino’s sense of self-respect and pride — of faith in ourselves and of confidence in the future. And in all of these, let me as your President and in behalf of our people and government acknowledge from the depths of my heart the invaluable cooperation, goodwill and support of the Ninth and Tenth Congress as political institution and, likewise, to the great majority of the individual members of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, regardless of political affiliation. Together, we have labored hard and unceasingly to restore our nation to stability, Growth, equity and optimism, and for this, the present and future generations will be grateful. When that graduation day comes, we will have the honor to hand over to our successors, to the 13th President, in my case, and to the Eleventh Congress in yours, a new kind of Philippines that our heroes of our Centennial period envisioned — a Philippines that will endure through the new century dawning upon us — a Philippines where our people, under God, can live together in freedom, dignity, and prosperity — at peace with themselves and with all humankind. To all of you of the Tenth Congress, and to all our people, I say:

Let us go! go!! Go, go, go!!!

Mabuhay ang Pilipinas!

Salamat po sa inyong lahat!

Source: Official Gazette http://www.gov.ph/ 

